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21st February 2006

Dear Debra

On behalf of the YES Campaign Committee I would like to extend a warm invitation to you to join the global YES Campaign as Co-Chair of the YES Steering Committee.  The YES Campaign has been fortunate to have in its corner a core group of great thinkers, leaders, and practitioners who are willing to work in partnership with youth to ensure that youth employment and empowerment are on the top of the global development agenda.  You will be joining this group and will be a source of constant inspiration and guidance to the Campaign. 

The YES Campaign is in a very beautiful transitional space, having worked over the last eight years to help place the issue of youth employment on the global agenda, creating a web-based global knowledge resource, inspiring over 70 YES Country Networks – which are led by young people, and are building coalitions to promote country-level youth employment initiatives, and having made a compelling call for action!  Now we are at crossroads and have to transition from creating a new paradigm to strengthening it…and your support is critical to create the partnerships and raise the resources to fulfill the new and needed shift in our mission.

As Co-Chair of the YES Steering Committee you are requested to:

1. Join the YES Campaign for a period of three years. 

2. You are being requested to take on a completely new role within the Campaign that of helping create a YES Fund – A Global Youth Employment Fund, and mobilizing resources for the YES Kenya Summit. 

3. As a Co-Chair you can invite other members to join, host meetings if needed, represent YES with leaders and donors, set resource mobilization and partnership strategy, sign letters on behalf of the YES Campaign, and whatever else you think is necessary.

4. Commit to the Campaign goals of catalyzing the development of programs and policies in all countries, to ensure that the world's youth have access to the training programs, skill development, credit and other resources that they need to build sustainable livelihoods.

5. Give us permission to list your name and organization on the YES letterhead, and on materials related to the Campaign.

You are opening up a new world for the YES Campaign, and for that we are grateful please do let me know how I can best support you.

Thanks

With regards,
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Poonam Ahluwalia

Executive Director
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